USATF ADIRONDACK ASSOCIATION

AUGUST 20, 2002 MINUTES

ATTENDANCE:  
Joe Cargioli (JC)

Jim Egan (JE)

Phil Carducci (PC)

George Regan (GR)

Lisa Mills (LM)

Anthony Mills (AM)

Cheryl Rellinger (ChR)

Chris Rush (CR)

I. Officer’s Reports

· President – GR

· Meeting called to order at 7:09

· Acceptance of June 18 Minutes – Moved by PC and seconded by ChR – Acceptance unanimous

· GR announce that he will not seek another term as USATF Adirondack President but would better serve the organization in a capacity of Event Management chair in charge of Marketing and Promotions.  Search to begin for nominees.

· The association got behind on board meeting because of the June 1st Freihofer’s Run for Women National 5k Women’s Road Race Championship but will catch up by having the regularly scheduled September meeting.

· Commitment is needed by board members to attend the USATF National Convention in Kansas City starting Dec. 3.  We need at least 8 delegates.

· The association meets most of the minimum standards required to keep its certification.  We fell down on number of certified officials and need to correct that.  We also need to hold a race walk championship and will decide on a date to hold that event.

· No other officer reports were offered

II. Sports Committee Reports

· Glenn Wolin will continue in his role as chair of Adirondack Association Men’s T&F Sports Committee Chair unless some one else wants to take it over.

· CR reported that Masters T&F was alive and well.  Eastern Regionals were held in Springfield and produced an excellent single day meet that was well attended.  The Nationals were held in Orno, ME and was well attended with outstanding quality talent.

· Locally, Masters T&F is thin with most athletes being road runners.

· CR suggested that we make the last Colonie meet of the year a USATF sanctioned open T&F event each year.

· LDR

· We already hold many association road race championships but our members need to continue to support our championship events. (See web site or the Adirondack Association published schedule.)
· The Saratoga 5K XC championships may provide a perfect venue for the addition of a race walk championship.  ChR will look into.

· Youth – JE

· Good season

· 14 and under age group was very strong

· Nationals held in Nebraska had performances by several local competitors

· CC championship will be held in Saratoga in Nov.

III. Administration/Special Committee Reports

· Officials

· Still not getting cooperation on certification.  Corrected test scores not being done in a timely manner.  Lack of attention is puzzling and frustrating.  USATF office can be a resource to the officials committee in mailing tests and rule books.  The office is most willing to provide other services for the officials committee as well as long as they are predetermined and approved by the Board.  All board members who have not yet taken the test should do so before the National Convention.

· Calendar

Consensus was to keep publishing a hard copy of the calendar versus putting it exclusively in electronic format.



IV. New Business

· Future of T&F

· GR reported that most other associations are having the same problem with little to no attendance at their Open T & F meets.  Statistics were read and are available in the USATF office.

· National organization needs to support open track meets within and at the Association level.
· Need to develop more local clubs and programs.

· AM reported that we need to take control of our own issues and problem and put a plan together to solve things internally.

· We must start with what we are good at and build from there, i.e. Youth meets.  Look for ways to develop open and masters from the youth roots.  Marketing and promotion is essential and the key to success.

· Use the last Colonie meet as a start.

· Goal for next year – at least 4 youth meets held at different venues.  Do an invitational format to keep interest high.  Do inter-association meets to draw interest from outside the local area in conjunction with other events like 4th of July festivities.

· Next Meeting will be our annual Sept. meeting on the 17th.  The meeting will start at 7:00 PM but will be combined with a 5:30 PM meeting to develop action items to meet our goals of revitalizing T&F within the Association (see above)

V. No old business

VI. Adjourned at 9:09 PM, moved by CR and seconded by ChR.  Approved by all.

